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Greetings from Ontaric, Canada

We are well into our shooting year that started September 1, 2014, but for us in Ontario there is next to
no in-province registered trapshooting over the winter months. Hopefully some of our Ontario shooters
can escape to shoot at tournaments south of the border.

As | write this article (in November) | am constantly reminded of the great sacrifice that our armed forces
have and continue to make so that we can enjoy the freedoms we cherish. Terrorists have vowed to
destroy our way of life. Recent attacks on our House of Commons and the murder of two of our military
personnel in two separate attacks remind us that we must all be watchful. Homegrown violent extremism
appears to be the new normal. What disappoints me most is that men and women of our armed forces
on both sides of our border follow the will of their political masters. Many lose their lives or return
physically or psychclogically scarred for life only to find that their sacrifice is sometimes taken for granted.
Many of our wounded warriors are denied the timely treatment and assistance they so desperately need.

How must it appear to our brave veterans when the same {or replacement) political masters that sent
them into battle prevent them from doing what is necessary to ensure victory, Do the politicians have
the capacity to even know how victory is determined? When a military objective is bought and paid for
by the blood of our forces, why is it so often the case that that piece of turf is permitted to fall back intc
enemy hands? This has happened afl too often throughout the ages with more recent examples being
Vietnam, Iran and even Iraq. If a soldier were to disobey orders, a court martial would result. What
sanction exists for politicians who send our troops into harm’s way and then prevent them from finishing
the job they were sent to do?

| read a poem recently of a Second World War Veteran who paid an ode of gratitude to forgotten
comrades-in-arms. A. Lawrence Vaincourt enlisted with the Royal Canadian Air Force when he was 17.
His poem “Just a Common Scldier” {A Soldier Died Today) spares no punches and although | had not read
it, nor even heard tell of it until recently, it has had wide circulation in Australia, the UK, and has had a lot
of exposure in the USA especially on Memorial Day and Veterans Day. Vaincourt’s son, Randy Vancourt
(note: not Vaincourt) controls the re-publishing rights to his father's poem. | asked and received
permission from Randy to publish his father’s poem. He asked only two things of me:

1. That | publish the correct version {which | have) because there are several incorrect versions
floating around the web; and

2. He asked that | provide his website which is www.vaincourt.homestead.com.

Enjoy the poem:







My question to you is — should you find yourself in danger, with your enemies at hand, would you want a
politician with his ever-shifting stand? Qrwould you prefer a soldier, who has sworn to defend his home,
his kin and country, and would fight until the end?

For me — I'll take the soldier.
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