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MESSAGE FROM YOUR OPTA PRESIDENT
Winter started early this year in Ontario. Registered shooting is finished here until the end of March or early
April. Hopefully many of you will be able to take advantage of some warm weather and head south to participate
in one or two of the many tournaments there. In the meantime, we are down to participating in the trap leagues
and practice. The leagues are an excellent way to keep competition ready. They provide an added incentive to
get out and shoot when it might seem better to stay warm. Most of the time you come home happy that you
made the decision to go. Not sure about shooting in the freezing rain at Galt on December 1st.
There have been more changes on the board. Paulo Sampaio decided that he could better serve trapshooting in
Ontario by doing things other than being on the board. He resigned from the board and his position of vicepresident in October. We thank him for his contributions and look forward to his assistance in other ways. We
had an election at our November meeting, and we are pleased that Lori Cantelo has accepted the position of
vice-president. She brings her organizational skills and experience from the banking industry to the position with
a special interest in strategic planning. We look forward to continuing to work with Lori.
The OPTA has been operating at a deficit for the last several years. This is a result of increased costs from
improved trophy packages and sponsorships and not enough increase in revenue from targets thrown and grants
to cover the increased expenditures. While we are not in trouble now, this is not sustainable in the long run. The
board has discussed several options to bring the books back into balance. It was decided that it would be best to
get input from the membership on what would be the best way to accomplish this. As a result, there was a
conference call of the trap chairs from the clubs that throw registered targets in Ontario. This call was held on
December 10th. Agenda items included financial situation, sponsorships and trophy packages, All-star team
requirements and items of concern by the trap chairs. While we did not decide on final solutions at the meeting,
valuable feedback was received. The board will continue the decision making at their regular board meetings.
One thing that did become clear was that we should take advantage of the ATA Big 50 program. By doing so, you
can register your practice targets and they will count toward your minimum target requirements, for
classification and All-star team requirements. Many of the clubs expressed an interest in starting this in the
spring. We look forward to these new initiatives.
The holiday season is a great time to unwind with family and friends. I hope you enjoyed your time and maybe
even received a new toy or trinket to help you on your quest to improve your trapshooting.
All the best in 2020!
Bert Blackburn
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2019 ALL-STAR TEAMS AND AWARDS
Men’s Team
B J Jackman
Verne Higgs
Derek Scrimshaw
Paulo Sampaio
Josh Faubert

Sub Veteran Team
Dan Gris
Lloyd Beecraft
Joe Di Francesco
David Storring
Bradley Mann

95.02
93.36
93.09
92.16
90.75

Senior Veteran Team
Terry Jordan
92.31
Keith Saunders
91.73
George Iliopoulos
90.80
Lorenzo D’Ospina
87.72
Paul Kinson
87.65

Veteran Team
John Costa
John Iliopoulos
Bert Blackburn
Vince Ruberto
Myles Jackman

92.34
90.41
90.05
89.84
89.67

Lady I Team
No Qualifiers

Junior Gold Team
Ana Tsementzis

91.71

Lady II Team
Emily Brown
Dianne Wood

93.77
92.28
92.19
91.96
91.75

84.39
83.36

Junior Team
Christos Tsementzis 91.28
Liam Swart
87.62

High Singles Average
Dan Gris
98.59

High Handicap Average
Christos Tsementzis 92.42

High Doubles Average
Peter Tsementzis
96.06

High Composite Average
Dan Gris
95.02

Sub Junior Team
No Qualifiers

Have Gun Will Travel Award
Cory Ratcliffe – Congratulations Cory for attending 12 different clubs throughout Ontario.
Mark Edmonson Award
Christos Tsementzis – with an improved average of 18.56% over 2018.
New Shooter Award
Steven Jones - 85.28% (800 singles, 600 handicap & 600 doubles / 45 new shooters in 2019).
Annual Award Nominations
Your board is looking for nominations for the Hall of Fame inductee and the Mike Fulop Award. The Hall of
Fame has two categories of inductees: Competitor and Contributor. An OPTA Competitor who is still active in the
sport must have at least 15 years registration with a significant record. Former OPTA Competitors who are now
retired must have an outstanding record over a period of years. Departed OPTA Competitors are also eligible for
induction. Consideration for the Contributor category are those who have served the OPTA on a provincial level
for a number of years and who have made outstanding contributions to the entire Association. The Mike Fulop
award is granted every year to an OPTA member who has clearly demonstrated tremendous encouragement and
support for our sport in the Province, making trapshooting much more enjoyable for so many of our participants.
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2020 ONTARIO PROVINCIAL TRAPSHOOTING ASSOCIATION CHAMPIONSHIP
The 101st Ontario Provincial Trapshooting Association Championship will be a five-day event held from Thursday, July 30th to
Monday, August 3rd. This year’s event will be hosted by the St. Thomas Gun Club. The OPTA board looks forward to seeing
all of you there!

MESSAGE FROM YOUR ATA DELEGATE
As I write this article in late December, I look back on the 2019 year and can state unequivocally that Ontario is “on the
map” in trapshooting circles. Two of our Sub-veteran shooters made the All American 1st Team (Dan Gris and Lloyd
Beecraft), I made the Veteran 2nd Team, and Keith Saunders and Terry Jordan both made the Senior Vet 2nd Team. We had
lots of other shooters in open and other age-based categories that came close. Others achieved some pretty impressive
results in tough out-of-state competitions. Then of course we had good results from shooters who made the Ontario AllStar team(s) and/or Delegate and Category Delegate Teams.
I also remind you that winning is not everything. Registered trapshooting is challenging and fun for participants and it helps
to have supportive families as most of you do. Ontario threw 718,500 registered targets in 2019, good enough to place 27th
out of 61 states and provinces. Congratulations to St. Thomas which threw the largest number of registered clays in Ontario
at 291,600.
Our Executive Committee met in Sparta, Illinois for our winter meeting (December 15-18, 2019). There were a few rule
changes/clarifications sent to the Rules Committee for assessment and report. We dealt with all the other business of the
ATA. The ATA has a lot of experienced and dedicated talent sitting around the boardroom table. There are always
challenges but the current team works well together in meeting the issues head on.
A couple of things for Ontario shooters to think about:
Across North America and particularly in Ontario we have a need for qualified gunsmiths, especially those trained and
capable of working on various elite firearms. There are accredited gunsmithing schools, mostly in the United States. The
ATA has provided a scholarship to a successful applicant each year. It is modest but helps. Last year (2019) there were no
applicants. If you know of anyone that may wish to apply, contact me and I’ll get an application form out promptly.
Gun Club Raffle. Please be reminded that all net proceeds go to help gun clubs. It is the VP of each of the five Zones that
assess and approve applications made by gun clubs in their Zone. There is never enough money to go around. We usually
have $7,500 to $8,000 U.S. to apportion. Last year, the Eastern Zone had about 15 applications and allocated money to
about half. Nobody got everything they asked for and, like other VP’s in other Zones, it is impossible to please everyone but
it helps. The EC has been talking about perhaps providing some matching funds to increase the money available (still under
discussion). I want to thank our Ontario shooters. We sold more tickets than virtually any province or state and our Eastern
Zone topped all Zones for sales. Jamie has 40 tickets to start. Like other years however I can and expect to get more.
Finally, the 2020 Ontario delegate teams (based on the 2019 performance) are:
The 2020 Ontario Open Delegate Team
Paulo Sampaio
Dereck Scrimshaw
Mike Vecchio
Bill McConnell
Verne Higgs

The 2020 Ontario Category Delegate Team
John Costa
Ed Wilmott
Dan Gris
Dominic Gitto
Bob Little
Brad Mann
Lloyd Beecraft
Bob Morphy
Vince Ruberto
Liam Swart
Honourable mention (lost in tie-break): Ken Fellows & Larry Riehl

As always, if you have any issues that I can help with, let me know.
Paul Shaw
Email: shaw@shawmclellan.ca
Phone: (o) 705-445-1382
(h) 705-445-6230
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2020 CANADIAN TRAPSHOOTING ASSOCIATION (CTA) CHAMPIONSHIP
https://www.facebook.com/shootcanada/
The 64th annual Canadian Trapshooting Association Championship will be a five-day event held from Wednesday,
June 24th to Sunday, June 28th at the Edmonton Gun Club in Leduc, Alberta. Your Ontario CTA representative is
Josh Faubert (joshfaubertcta@gmail.com).

SPONSORSHIP AND ADVERTISING
If you would like to become a sponsor for the 101st Provincial Championship the following is a breakdown of the
sponsorship levels. If interested, please email Jamie at secretarytreasurer.opta@gmail.com.
Platinum - $500.00 and over
Gold - $200.00 to $499.00

Silver - $100.00 to $199.00
Bronze – up to $99.00

If you would like to advertise in the 2020 Provincial Program the following is the cost for each size of ad.
Inside front cover - $500.00
Outside back cover - $500.00
Inside back cover - $400.00

Full page ad inside the program - $ 250.00
Half page ad inside the program - $200.00

§ The annual ATA Gun Club Raffle is
being conducted again this year
§ The gun this year is a Kolar Prestige
Trap LP Combo
§ If you wish to purchase a ticket
please contact: Jamie LeBlanc
(secretarytreasurer.opta@gmail.com)
§ The price is $20 Canadian
§ Drawing to be held 8/14/20 during
the 2020 Grand American closing
ceremony
§ Raffle tickets/entries will not be
available once all tickets are sold
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CANADIAN UNIVERSITY SHOOTING FEDERATION (CUSF)
http://www.cusf.ca/
Student groups across the country continue to work to establish and sustain their clubs and activities. It is great
to see the growth of this initiative. The OPTA board, affiliate clubs and individual members continue to assist
Ontario based clubs by offering assistance through hosting of events, offering coaching assistance and other
general advice and support. Check out their website above if you are interested in learning more.

ONTARIO COUNCIL OF SHOOTERS (OCS)
http://ontariocouncilofshooters.com
The grant funding from the Ministry has recently released the next allocation of grant funding to the OCS, our
Ministry mandated Provincial Sporting Organization, with the OPTA receiving its allotment from that sum in
December. These grants are not automatic but come with a rigorous reporting and review process, which
considers our membership numbers, competitive athlete numbers, numbers of coaches and referees, and our
commitment to compliance with Ministry requirements particularly good organizational governance. This
funding forms an important part of the overall funding needed each year for the OPTA to carry out its mandate.

OPTA WEBSITE
http://ontariotrap.com
The OPTA website continues to be a source of up-to-date information for trapshooters in Ontario and across the
country. The Buy and Sell page consistently has 50 ads or more, with advertisers reporting in most cases that
their ad on this page has produced results. There are also pages on the website which include links to shooting
gear suppliers and shooter businesses. If you would like your business to be added, please email details to
info@ontariotrap.com.

OPTA FACEBOOK GROUP PAGE
https://www.facebook.com/groups/OntarioTrap/
Now celebrating its 5th year of existence, the OPTA Facebook group page has grown by approximately 200
members in 2019 with member numbers now exceeding 800. Every week upcoming events, shoot programs,
shoot results, photos and other information relevant to the trapshooting community are shared. If you haven’t
already done so, please consider taking a look. You will find it to be a great source of information about our sport
and related topics.

2019/20 OPTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Bert Blackburn
Vice-President: Lori Cantelo
Secretary/Treasurer: Jamie LeBlanc
Director: Emily Brown
Director: Bill Drikos
Director: Dominic Gitto
Director: BJ Jackman
Director: Ron Rowe
ATA Delegate: Paul Shaw
ATA Alternate Delegate: Verne Higgs
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