
Joseph (Joe) W. Woods 

Joe has been around trapshooting his entire life. Born in Kerwood,Ontario, where his family 
owns and operates Woods’ General Store, in the family since 1907 and where Joe still spends 
many a day.  

A member since 1975, and a lifelong supporter and life member of 
the Amateur Trapshooting Association (ATA), Joe has enjoyed 
many years attending the Grand American, first in the years it was 
held in Vandalia, Ohio, and since its move to Sparta, Illinois. He 
holds his fondest memories from attending the Grand American in 
Vandalia, and he has been to the Grand 40 times since 1975. Joe 
went to every one as if it was his first! To date, Joe has registered 
over 77,000 Singles, over 55,000 Handicap, and over 33,000 
Doubles targets. 

Joe’s first ATA shoot was at the 1975 Grand American, but he shot 
his first ATA targets at St. Thomas Gun Club in September 1975. 
He shot his first Ontario Provincial Trapshooting Association 
(OPTA) Championship in 1976.  

From the very beginning, Joe had all the time in the world for new and youth shooters. For over 
10 years, he worked closely with local boy scouts, getting them out to shoot trap, and treating 
them to hotdogs and pop with the support of his club, the Watford Gun Club. The Club 
supported and helped fund his involvement with youth shooting but it was Joe’s energy and 
enthusiam that kept it going.  

Joe coached the 1980,1981 & 1982 ATA Youth Teams Representing the 
OPTA at the Grand American and has since worked closely with two young 
men who wanted to learn to shoot, one was  David Whiting who won the 
1990 OPTA Junior Singles and the second was Bradley Martin who was and 
is an amazing shooter and hunter. 

Joe’s commitment to the sport of trapshooting saw him serve as a Director 
on the OPTA Board from 1978 to 1987, and as and ATA delegate from 1986 to 1987.  

Joe was on the High All Around Average Team 1978/1979/1980 and made it to the 27 yd. line 
for the first time in 1983. He frequently attended the Michigan State Shoot. 

Joe broke his first 200 Straight at 16 yd. at GAH in 1991 on the 
Sunday, Dayton Homecoming and broke another more recently at 
the Spring Grand in Tucson, Az. 

‘Yes, I have won trophies; but the friendships I have created are 
good for a lifetime.’ 

  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

From left: Kyle Winter, Joe Woods, Jim Pollock, Susanne Woods, Joanne Pollock, 
Bradley Martin 

   A Hall of Fame celebration with friends at Watford Gun Club 

   Enjoying some shooting in Arizona 


