THE OPTA CLUBHOUSE
February 2022 Edition

www.ontariotrap.com

MESSAGE FROM YOUR OPTA PRESIDENT

Well, it looks like we are just about there. The Covid-19 restrictions are coming off quickly. We will have to live
with the virus for a long time, but with the level of vaccine and natural immunity it will become like influenza. It
will be great to get back to a more normal life.

Your board has been working on the upcoming registered shooting season. There will be lots of opportunities for
everyone to participate with some new date options available like Saturdays and probably some weeknights.
This will be in addition to the usual Big 50’s and Penny Pinchers. Invite your friends to try registered shooting.

It has been previously mentioned that the shoot sponsorships have been eliminated as analysis of records
indicated that they didn’t increase the participation in registered shooting. We are considering a new incentive
to increase participation at our Provincial Championships and reward the home clubs for the increase. The plan
is to ask each participant to name their home club. The home club will be paid, a yet to be determined amount,
for each shooter who shoots at least one event at the Provincials. This might be a per event amount. Therefore,
the more shooters and more events that your club members shoot, the more money your club will receive. This
will incent your club to encourage members to shoot the Provincials and more events. To qualify to shoot
without penalty class or yardage, your club will be incentivised to increase the opportunities to shoot, by hosting
penny pinchers and Big 50’s. We are excited by this prospect and encourage members to let a board member
know what you think about the plan.

We are in preliminary discussions about some added money for the first handicap event on the Thursday. This
could be team event with money going to both the shooters and their home clubs. More to follow as we get
closer to the event.

The league shoots have been running well. Some days the weather can have a big influence on the scores, but
that is winter shooting. The first registered shoot is hardly a month away. Some of our members have taken the
plunge and headed to the sunny south to shoot. They have done us proud. You can follow the scores on
shootscoreboard.com. Itis fun to dream about being able to shoot under better conditions.

| am looking forward to my trip south in March. We were called back to Canada between the Southern Grand and
the Florida State shoot two years ago. Enjoy the remaining league shoots and the trophy shoots as you prepare

for the next year of registered shooting.

Stay safe and warm.

Robert (Bert) Blackburn, President OPTA
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MESSAGE FROM YOUR ATA DELEGATE

The ATA Executive just concluded our Spring Executive Committee meeting (I participated by Zoom). Nothing
exceptional to report. We have at least 5 Ontario shooters that | am aware of shooting at the Spring

Grand. More are expected to participate in the Southern Grand at the Silver Dollar Club starting March 13t and
followed by the Florida State Shoot starting March 22,

Hope some of you can make these (and other) shoots south of the border. Best to all of you in 2022.

Paul Shaw, Ontario Delegate
Email: shaw@shawmclellan.ca

2022 ONTARIO PROVINCIAL TRAPSHOOTING ASSOCIATION CHAMPIONSHIP

The Ontario Provincial Trapshooting Association Championship will be hosted by the Hamilton Gun Club from Thursday,
July 28 to Sunday, July 31, 2022. The OPTA board looks forward to seeing all of you there!

2022 CANADIAN TRAPSHOOTING ASSOCIATION (CTA) CHAMPIONSHIP

The 2022 Canadian Trapshooting Association Championship will be held from June 29-July 3, 2022 at the Calgary Firearms
Centre, in DeWinton, Alberta. Your CTA representative is Josh Faubert (joshfaubertcta@gmail.com).

2021-2022 REGISTERED SHOOT DATES

MARCH
March 27 - Oxford

APRIL

April 9 — Toronto April 15 — Hamilton April 15 — Amherstburg
April 24 — Oxford

MAY

May 1 — Otter Valley May 8 — Quinte May 14 — Toronto

May 15 — Hamilton May 21-23 - St. Thomas May 22 — Napanee
JUNE

June 5 — Quinte June 5 — Amherstburg June 5 — Hamilton
June 5 — Oxford June 11 — Toronto June 12 — Otter Valley
June 18 — Dresden June 19 — Napanee June 26 — Oxford

June 29 - July 3 — Canadian Championships (CTA) @ Calgary Firearms Centre

JULY
July 3 — Hamilton July 9 — Toronto July 10 — Oxford
July 10 — Amherstburg July 16-17 — St Thomas July 24 — Waterford

July 28-31 — 103 PROVINCIALS (1000 Targets) @ THE HAMILTON GUN CLUB in Stoney Creek, Ontario

AUGUST

August 21 — Oxford August 21 — Hamilton August 28 — Waterford
SEPTEMBER

September 4-5 — St Thomas September 11 — Claybird September 18 — Hamilton
September 18 — Kippen September 25 — Dresden

OCTOBER

October 23 — Napanee

UPDATED SHOOT INFORMATION AT:www.shootata.com & www.ontariotrap.com
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MEET THE BOARD

In an effort to create familiarity with your Board of Directors, they have filled out questionnaires about who they are, where
they come from, and why they enjoy participating in ATA shooting as well as being on the Board of Directors. Check out
these responses from: Peter Tsementzis, BJ Jackman, and Beau Douglas.

Peter Tsementzis

BJ Jackman

Beau Douglas

When did you start
trapshooting and how did
you get into the sport?

Started shooting in 1987 after
being introduced to
trapshooting by my dad.

| started Trapshooting in
1994. began as a trap
loader/scorekeeper years
before at Howard Ridgetown
Rod & Gun. One night while |
was working, the trap chair
met at the line with shells
and a Model 12: after the
first break | was hooked.

Started trapshooting at 7
years old on a trap field on
our farm in Petrolia and at
Dresden. Registered my first
targets at 11 years old at
Jaqua’s in Findlay, Ohio in
1992. It was the first time |
had shot factory shells.

What is your home club?

Hamilton Gun Club

Howard Ridgetown Rod &
Gun
Dresden Sportsmens Club

Dresden Sportsmens Club

What is your current
occupation —and how
many years have you been
atit?

| have been a poultry farmer
for the past 30 years

I am a Cash crop farmer. |
have worked in the business
since a young age. Asa
career, its has been 23 years.

Secondary School Teacher
since 2006.

What other interests do
you have besides
trapshooting?

| am very passionate about
point dogs: English Pointers
in particular. | love to travel
for wild bird hunts with my
dogs.

Baseball, Golf, Hockey.
Snowmobiling, Live
sports/concerts, I’'m a music
fan and try to get to live
events if they fit in the
schedule. Travel when | can.

Golf. Coaching a lot of youth
sports teams. Travelling to
professional sporting events.

Why did you decide to join
the OPTA Board?

| wanted to bring my
experience to the board in
hopes of bettering our sport
and promoting quality
events.

| had been considering a
board position for a couple
years, as it seemed like every
year, we had good people
moving on. | have been
around the sport for nearly
30 years and thought that |
could add/give back a little.

| wanted to get more
registered shoots in Ontario.
Big 50s, Penny Pinchers, etc.,
Help the OPTA put on a solid
Provincial Shoot.

What do you consider your
greatest trapshooting
accomplishment?

| don’t have anything specific
that comes to mind. They are
all special to me and tell a
story.

| love being able to help a
shooter that approaches me
with a problem that they
want help with. I've learned
over the years that even
though | can’t perfect my
game all the time, | do have a
decent ability to correct some
others. As far as my own
Accomplishments, | still have
work to do.

Making it to the 27-yard line
in June 2021 at Oxford. Joe
Soos was the first person to
shake my hand, and I've shot
with him since | was probably
8 years old. To some it might
seem inconsequential, but it
was a lifelong dream for me
to make it to the back fence.

What would you like to see
the OPTA achieve for its
membership in the next 5-
10 years?

| would like to see Ontario
shooters have a Hall of Fame
facility, and a place they
could call home. Regardless
of location, | would support
the process.

See our membership grow.
Find a way to grow an
AIM/SCTP program.

Continue to promote
trapshooting as a wonderful
hobby with great people.

I would like to get more
youth involved in
trapshooting in the AIM/SCTP
Programs.
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SPONSORSHIP AND ADVERTISING

We have had several commitments so far to sponsor our upcoming Provincial Championships.
Thank you to the following donors:

Artemis Beau Douglas Bud Decot Sportglasses
Creamland Farms Dawsons Enterprises/Stock-Lock Frank Bonaiuto

Hummasons Keith Saunders McNaughtons Home Hardware
Napanee District Rod & Gun Perazzi Canada Rassaun Services

Shaw & McLellan Law Firm Storring Brothers Tatjana Esseltine

Terry Jordan Wall Chart System Vandalia Farms White Flyer Targets

Woods General Store

If you would like to become a sponsor for the 2022 Ontario Provincial Championship, please email Beau Douglas at
secretarytreasurer.opta@gmail.com.

The available sponsorship levels available are:

Platinum - $1000+ Gold - $500-999 Silver - $200-499 Bronze — $0-199

If you would like to advertise in the 2022 Provincial Program, the following is the cost for each size of ad. Please email Beau
Douglas at secretarytreasurer.opta@gmail.com.
Full page ad - $ 250 Half page ad - $200

OPTA “ASK THE ALL-STARS” EVENT

The “Ask the All-Star” Event is an exciting opportunity for Ontario trapshooters to improve their game. Our goal is to create
a casual on the line setting where shooters can ask Ontario's All Stars some of their techniques and procedures that have
helped them achieve All Star status. The Event will focus on singles, doubles and handicap as well as some break off groups
dealing with gun fit and shooting fundamentals. We ask that you join us for a conversation between shooters and friends
on how to attain excellence! The event is scheduled to start late spring please stay tuned for the date! Anyone with
questions is asked to contact Peter Tsementzis at pete@tsementzis.com

OPTA 100 & 200 Straight Pins

Any OPTA shooter who breaks 100 or 200 straight is entitled to receive an OPTA pin recognizing this feat. If you have done
so and NOT received this once-in-a-lifetime pin, please email Beau Douglas at secretarytreasurer.opta@gmail.com with
your name and the date you broke the score, and it will be delivered to you.

AIM TRAPSHOOTING FOR YOUTH
e OFFICIAL youth program of the Amateur Trapshooting Association. (website: www.aim4ata.com)
e Membership costs: $13 per year (paid with ATA Membership).
e Members compete against other AIM shooters as an individual and/or member of a team.
e AIM Events are run concurrent with existing registered ATA shoots in Ontario.
e Monthly, Provincial, Zone, and special awards are calculated automatically by the ATA and mailed to winners.
e AIM members can attend the AIM Grand (held prior to the Grand American in Sparta, IL).
e Scholarships: Scholarships exclusively for AIM shooters awarded for Academics, Integrity & Marksmanship.
e If you know a youth shooter that is interested, or would like more information, contact Beau Douglas (519-312-
3006) or email: secretarytreasurer.opta@gmail.com
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OPTA HANDICAP PURSE

This is a Handicap Purse option available to all shooters shooting registered Handicap targets in Ontario.

1. Each shooter will have the option to pay $1.00 per handicap event to be eligible for the purse, although clubs may
CHOOSE to include entry into the Handicap Purse as part of the entry fee. Please check shoot programs for this
information.

2. $1.00 s allocated to the OPTA Handicap Purse, with funds to be submitted to the OPTA following each event.

3. Full target and daily fees must be paid to be eligible.

4. Eligible targets: A scheduled program shoot or Big 50 event. Penny Pinchers do not qualify.

Payout Structure

100 straight would collect 100% of the purse amount.
75 straight would collect 50% of the purse amount.
50 straight would collect 25% of the purse amount.

In the case that multiple straights are broken on the same day then the payout percentage is split. This applies also to
scores broken at different clubs on the same day.

The Club is not responsible to pay the shooter on the day of the event. Winners will be paid by the OPTA within 30 days
following the event.

Over $600 was paid out to 2021 winners: Terry Jordan, Shaine Rogers, Andy Lucan, Beau Douglas, and Stan Matthews.
THE CURRENT JACKPOT IS $510.36. Encourage your club to participate when they throw registered targets!

ANNUAL AWARD NOMINATIONS

Your board is looking for nominations for the Hall of Fame inductee and the Mike Fulop Award. The Hall of Fame has two
categories of inductees: Competitor and Contributor. An OPTA Competitor who is still active in the sport must have at least
15 years registration with a significant record. Former OPTA Competitors who are now retired must have an outstanding
record over a period of years. Departed OPTA Competitors are also eligible for induction. Consideration for the
Contributor category are those who have served the OPTA on a provincial level for a number of years and who have made
outstanding contributions to the entire Association. The Mike Fulop award is granted every year to an OPTA member who
has clearly demonstrated tremendous encouragement and support for our sport in the province, making trapshooting
much more enjoyable for so many of our participants.

WEBSITES OF INTEREST:

OPTA WEBSITE: http://ontariotrap.com

CANADIAN TRAPSHOOTING ASSOCIATION: http://www.shootcanada.ca
AMATEUR TRAPSHOOTING ASSOCIATION: http://www.shootata.com

OPTA FACEBOOK GROUP PAGE: https://www.facebook.com/groups/OntarioTrap/
CANADIAN UNIVERSITY SHOOTING FEDERATION (CUSF): http://cusf.ca
ONTARIO COUNCIL OF SHOOTERS (OCS): http://ontariocouncilofshooters.com

2021-2022 OPTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President: Bert Blackburn Vice-President: Pam Muma
Secretary/Treasurer: Beau Douglas Director: Bill Drikos

Director: BJ Jackman Director: Emily Brown

Director: Lori Cantelo Director: Peter Tsementzis

Director: Ron Rowe Director: Verne Higgs

ATA Delegate: Paul Shaw ATA Alternate Delegate: Verne Higgs
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