
OPTA Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday November 18th, 2014 

Attendance: Bert Blackburn, Dominic Gitto, Warren McLay, Paul Kinson, Neville Henderson, Dave 

Storring,  Emily Brown and Pam Muma 

Absent:  

Meeting called to order at 7:35pm by Neville Henderson via conference call. 

1. Approval of Meeting Minutes – Bert made a motion to accept October 14th minutes as written and 

seconded by Warren. All in favor and minutes were accepted.  

2. Business arising from minutes. 

2.1 – Aim Program – Emily stated there was not much to report at this time. Neville stated that 

during the winter months we should all be thinking about what we want to do next year. Emily 

suggested we need to look at marketing, outreach programs and promotion tactics over the winter 

months. We will also need to look at a possible budget worked into this program. 

2.2 – Status of Legal Case – Bert stated that the hearing regarding the Judgement Summary was 

heard the end of October at which time Gord Kerr gave another affidavit regarding the US account. 

At this point the OPTA will now have to respond and set up another Discovery meeting. Accounting 

to Gord’s affidavit he put $20,000 of his own money into the US account. This still leaves 

approximately &30,000 unaccounted for. Gord also stated that he paid for some OPTA trophies out 

of the US account in cash.   

2.3 – Website – A new method of determining what the OPTA members would like to see our 
website look like was brought forward by Emily. She suggested we us a Survey Monkey to draw up a 
survey that could go out to all members. We would like to come up with some key questions to ask 
the members to answer (up to 10 questions). All agreed this would be a good idea to do and the 
Board is to submit suggestions regarding the type of questions to Emily. We will need to know what 
we want on the website before a cost can be estimated.  
  
2.4 – OCS meeting – Emily attended the last meeting in Neville’s place. Some key items discussed 
was bringing back the Can/Am Games to Ontario, the need for Level 4 coaches which are sport 
specific coaches. Each shooting discipline will need to set up strategic documents for their discipline. 
 
2.5 – OFAH Magazine – Emily has nothing to report at this time. 
 
2.6 – OPTA Board Manual and Committee’s – Since the last meeting Neville has had a HRTO issue 
from Gord Kerr to deal with therefore has not been able to work on this document. He stated he 
has a very good start and will work on it and report at the next Board meeting.  
 
2.7 – 2015 Trophy Committee – Warren and Dominic both agreed to head up this committee again 
this year. They have already been working on ideas for the 2015 trophy package. Pam will send both 
the list of trophies needed to the 2015 Provincial Championship. 



2.8 – 2015 Financial Budget – Pam stated she has not officially developed the budget as of yet but 
will have it completed and sent out the Board by the next meeting. 
 
2.9 – OPTA Hall of Fame Building – Nothing more has been discussed at this time. Neville stated 
there has been great feedback from various members with possible donations of time or monetary 
value. Bert discussed the idea with Lloyd Beecraft to see if he could get some idea of cost but Lloyd 
stated he would need to know the size of the building and the municipal regulations before he could 
even give an estimated cost. Lloyd stated that he would not be able to do the project but would be 
willing to give an estimated cost when looking at budgetary needs and looking for a contractor.  
 
2.10 – 2015 Sportsman Show – The show is the same time as the Southern Grand in Florida and 
many OPTA shooters attend this shoot. This would mean that there would be limited number of 
people available to man a booth at the show. The OPTA should still need to get a lot of information 
to get such as brochures before would could have an effective booth. May look into this for next 
year.   

 
3. Financial Report –  

3.1 – Monthly Review – All statements were sent out to the Board for review. There were no questions 

or comments from the Board. 

4. New Business 

4.1 – 2014 All Star Team – Pam stated that she has emailed the ATA several times to get the list of 

shooters by category but still has not received any response. Pam will email some else at the ATA to 

get some help with the report. 

4.2 – 2015 Registered Shoot Dates – Pam stated that she received the shoot dates from various clubs 

and sent out to the Board for review. Some dates did conflict but have been changed prior to sending 

the list out. One date still needs to be discussed as Kippen and Exeter have requested the same date in 

September. Pam will contact the Exeter representative to have the date changed. 

5. Next Meeting – December 16th at 7:30 pm via conference call.  

6. Meeting adjourned at 9:05 pm. 

  



OPTA Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday December 16th, 2014 

Attendance: Bert Blackburn, Warren McLay, Paul Kinson, Neville Henderson, Dave Storring,  Emily 

Brown and Pam Muma 

Absent: Dominic Gitto 

Meeting called to order at 7:30pm by Neville Henderson via conference call. 

5. Approval of Meeting Minutes – Bert made a motion to accept November 18th minutes with edits and 

seconded by Dave. All in favor and minutes were accepted.  

6. Business arising from minutes. 

2.1 – Aim Program – Emily stated there was nothing to report at this time. Neville stated he spoke 

to a OSSA representative regarding the OCS grant each year. This person stated that they increase 

the grant amount by hosting a shoot specific to juniors. The OPTA should look into this further and 

do the same. We could still have all shooters able to participate but any awards will be to the 3 

junior categories. 

2.2 – Status of Legal Case – Bert meet with John Regan and our lawyer to review the affidavit from 

Gord Kerr. Bert and John agreed that $20,000 Canadian came from Gord’s personal account and 

deposited into the US account. Gord provided to letters from US companies stating he had 

purchased trophies and paid in cash. There was no signature on either of these letters and also the 

OPTA financial reports do not reflect these purchases but the statements do indicate the usual 

amount of money spent on trophies with receipts.  

The lawyer will contact these two companies to find out if they can provide any kind of paid invoice 

for the cash purchases that Gord claims he made. After receiving any additional information from 

these two companies Bert and John will have to do another affidavit. They will then have to go 

through another discovery sometime in January which will be followed by a Summary Judgement 

by a judge. 

2.3 – Website – Emily sent out to the Board some questions she developed for the Survey Monkey. 
She asked if we wanted to include a member’s only site on the website which areas such as 
financials and meeting minutes could be posted. Other information that could be posted is the 
monthly newsletter and shooting events that are happening around Ontario. Emily will continue to 
work on different questions that could be included and is asking for Board members input. 
  
2.4 – OCS meeting – There has not been another meeting since the last Board meeting. 
 
2.5 – OFAH Magazine – Emily is waiting to hear back from these people. 
 
2.6 – OPTA Board Manual and Committee’s – Neville has been tied up with other Kerr issues and has 
not had much time to continue to work on this project over the last month.  



 
2.7 – 2015 Trophy Committee – Warren stated that he and Dominic have been working on different 
trophy package for this year. He is still waiting for Pam to send him the All Star Team winners so he 
can get the exact number of trophies he needs to order. Pam will work on this over the next couple 
of weeks and get it out to the Board for review.  
 
2.8 – 2015 OPTA Financial Budget – Pam sent out a draft to the Board for review this past weekend. 
Neville reviewed the document and felt it looked good for 2015.  
 
2.9 – OPTA Hall of Fame Building – Again, Neville has been tied up on other issues and has not had a 
chance to get more information. Bert stated that he spoke to Lloyd and he would be willing to give 
the Board an estimated cost so the Board could work on a budget for this project. Warren stated 
Hamilton Gun Club could be looking at putting up another building so some of the permit and 
zoning bylaw issues could be answered for the Board. 

 
7. Financial Report –  

3.1 – Monthly Review – All statements were sent out to the Board for review. There were no questions 

or comments from the Board. 

8. New Business 

4.1 – Junior Shooting Competition – As Neville stated earlier in the meeting if the OPTA were to 

develop a competition specifically for Juniors this could help to increase the OCS grant we receive 

annually. The Board will discuss this issue again at the next Board meeting.  

7. Next Meeting – January 13th at 7:30 pm via conference call.  

8. Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm. 

  



OPTA Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday January 13th, 2015 

Attendance: Bert Blackburn, Warren McLay, Paul Kinson, Neville Henderson, Dominic Gitto,  Emily 

Brown and Pam Muma 

Absent: Dave Storring 

Meeting called to order at 7:30pm by Neville Henderson via conference call. 

9. Approval of Meeting Minutes – Warren made a motion to accept December 16th minutes as written 

and seconded by Paul. All in favor and minutes were accepted.  

10. Business arising from minutes. 

2.1 – Aim Program – Nothing to report this month. 

2.2 – Status of Legal Case – The lawyer contacted Shamrock letter regarding the letter that Gord 

Kerr submitted stating that he paid OPTA trophies in cash. Shamrock stated that they never sent a 

letter to Mr Kerr and that no trophies were paid for in cash. The letter produced by Gord was 

fraudulent.  

The discovery meetings has not yet be scheduled, awaiting affidavit back from John Regan. 

It was agreed by the board that we would accept that Gord put some of his own money in the US 

bank account but no other acceptance of Gord’s claim regarding the use of money in the account. 

As well we will still ask for the money Gord received for honorarium.  

Bert is not sure how the OPTA will be billed for the lawyer fees since Gary is no longer on the case 

but sure it will still be fair cost. 

Neville stated he is still waiting to hear back from the HRTO regarding Gord’s claim. 

2.3 – Website – Nothing to report at this time. Emily has resent all the suggested questions to the 
Board for the Survey Monkey. 
  
2.4 – OCS meeting – There has not been a meeting but will probably be one in the next month or 
two. 
 
2.5 – OFAH Magazine – Emily had nothing to report. 
 
2.6 – OPTA Board Manual and Committee’s – Neville has a draft ready but would like to look it over 
one more time before he sends it out to the Board for review. He may have the first draft out by 
early next week. He has worked in a couple of case studies without using names. 
 
2.7 – 2015 Trophy Committee – Warren and Dominic stated that they have a package together of 
what trophies will be purchased. Everything is well under way and looking good. 



2.8 – OPTA Hall of Fame Building – Nothing more has been done at this time. Neville is waiting to 
see if Hamilton is going to put up another building before we look at much more. Perhaps we may 
be able to build onto the new building for a Hall of Fame building. 
 
2.9 – Junior Competition – We need to get something going for this Summer. This type of program 
will definitely help with the amount of money we receive from the OCS grant. 

 
11. Financial Report –  

3.1 – Monthly Review – No activity over the last month. $45,349.81 in bank account with $141,866.57 

in GIC’s 

12. New Business 

4.1 – 2016 Canadian Championship location – Pam stated that the Canadian Association, namely Jim 

Wood was asking if the Board had decided the location of the Canadian Championship in 2016. It was 

agreed by the Board that it would be proper to have the competition go back and forth between St 

Thomas and Hamilton and St Thomas had the last competition so it should be given to Hamilton. 

Warren will discuss at the next Hamilton meeting and let everyone know. 

4.2 – Motion to amend bylaws – Pam stated that she received an email from Keith Saunders asking to 

have the current bylaw regarding location of the Provincial Championship changed. Currently is states 

that the location would be voted on at the AGM and Keith suggested the bylaw change to state it 

rotate with clubs that are able to host the event. This motion will be brought forward at the 2015 

AGM. 

9. Next Meeting – February 10th at 7:30 pm via conference call.  

10. Meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm. 

  



OPTA Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday February 10th, 2015 

Attendance: Bert Blackburn, Warren McLay, Paul Kinson, Dominic Gitto,  Emily Brown, Dave Storring 

and Pam Muma 

Absent: Neville Henderson  

Meeting called to order at 7:30pm by Bert Blackburn via conference call. 

13. Approval of Meeting Minutes – Dominic made a motion to accept January 13th minutes as written and 

seconded by Warren. All in favor and minutes were accepted.  

14. Business arising from minutes. 

2.1 – Aim Program – Nothing to report this month. 

2.2 – Status of Legal Case – Bert read letter sent from OPTA lawyer sent the end of January to Bert 

and John Regan (accountant). There has been nothing back from John yet. The Board discussed 

letting Gord Kerr and his lawyer know that we have proof Gord provided a fraudulent letter from 

Shamrock Leather. It was unanimously agreed not to at this time. 

2.3 – Website – Emily will send a notice for the newsletter regarding the survey monkey. 
  
2.4 – OCS meeting – Nothing to report. 
 
2.5 – OFAH Magazine – Emily had nothing to report. 
 
2.6 – OPTA Board Manual and Committee’s – Deferred to next meeting. 
 
2.7 – 2015 Trophy Committee – Warren and Dominic stated the trophies have been ordered. 
 
2.8 – OPTA Hall of Fame Building – Nothing to report at this time. 
 
2.9 – Junior Competition – Emily has registered for SFC Junior Programs. 
  Discussion regarding how the OPTA can put a junior shoot together in conjunction with 
a registered ATA shoot. It was suggested to do this during July and looking at the Ontario shoot 
dates Oxford Sportsman and Waterford Gun Club had shoots and both these clubs were more 
central in location. Emily will discuss the idea with Bill Malcolm for Oxford and Dominic will discuss 
with Janice Moerman for Waterford. This would be a non-registered shoot open to any junior 
shooter. The OPTA would provide trophies for this shoot and it would operate similar to the clinics 
Emily had last year for new shooters. Emily and Dominic will bring information from each of the 
clubs to the next Board meeting in March. 
 
2.10 – 2016 Canadian Championship location – Warren reported that Hamilton would be interested 
in hosting this shoot. Pam will contact Jim Wood to let him know of the shoot location. 

 
15. Financial Report –  



3.1 – Monthly Review – No activity over the last month. $44,490.64 in bank account with $142,395.22 

in GIC’s 

Pam reported that a GIC was to mature and asked the Board if they would like to reinvest the money 

into another GIC. Pam will look to see when all the other GIC’s mature and ensure that there is at least 

one maturing each year. Bert suggested that we invest an additional $25,000 into a GIC, all agreed. 

Pam will contact the TD bank to get this done. 

16. New Business 

No new business 

11. Next Meeting – March 10th at 7:30 pm via conference call.  

12. Meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm. 

  



OPTA Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday March 10th, 2015 

Attendance: Neville Henderson, Bert Blackburn, Warren McLay, Paul Kinson, Dominic Gitto,  Emily 

Brown and Pam Muma 

Absent: Dave Storring 

Meeting called to order at 7:30pm by Neville Henderson via conference call. 

17. Approval of Meeting Minutes – Emily made a motion to accept February 10th minutes as written and 

seconded by Paul. All in favor and minutes were accepted.  

18. Business arising from minutes. 

2.1 – Aim Program – Emily suggested changing name of this program as it is not really an Aim 

program as laid out by the ATA. It was decided to change the name to New & Youth Shooter 

Program, all were in favor. 

Emily reported that both Bill Malcolm and Janice Moerman were both interested in hosting a Youth 

trophy shoot the day before their Registered shoot in July. Waterford is already working on a youth 

program at their club so this type of shoot would fit right into their program. Janice also asked if 

there might be financial funds available from the OPTA to assist with the Youth program at 

Waterford. They will look at dates and propose a budget and will get back Emily. 

2.2 – Status of Legal Case – Bert stated that he had not received anything from the lawyer lately so 

Bert emailed him Sunday. Lawyer responded back that there has been nothing back from John at 

this time. Bert suggested that we move forward with this case and all agreed. 

Neville stated he has not heard anything more from HRTB as this time. 

2.3 – Website – Emily stated she has received 28 respondents to the survey so far. The link to the 
survey has been posted on Facebook which has 126 members to date. Pam sent out to all OPTA 
members in the newsletter. Bert suggested it be emailed out to the OPTA database as it will be 
easier to click on the link then trying to type it in. Emily will send the link to Pam and she will send it 
out to those on the OPTA database. 
Emily will develop a snapshot of the responses to the survey and send to the Board members. (See 
attached). 
  
2.4 – OCS meeting – Emily attended a lengthy meeting at Toronto International Trap and Skeet, 

there were several points to note: 

• The Canadian Shooting Sports Association (CSSA), has been removed from the OCS organization 

due to lack of compliance and under advisement by the Sport Ministry representative. This 

should ensure that the OCS is no longer under scrutiny and funding will not be interrupted 



• OCS will be changing name and structure to reflect new plan, and to further distance the 

organization from its past. Name will likely be Ontario Target Sports, and that online domain 

name has been reserved. The organization will go forward with the remaining five sub- 

organizations as members. 

• Future initiatives are creating a website, looking at the Long Term Athlete Development (LTAD) 

program and developing coaches in order to develop new and existing shooters, but to also 

allow for access to more funding.  

 

2.5 – OFAH Magazine – Article sent to Ray Blades, Out of Doors Magazine, Ontario Federation of 

Anglers and Hunters. This will be edited for length and published.  

Trapshooting is one of several clay target shooting disciplines which are accessible in Ontario and 

across Canada, for both recreational and competitive shooters. Trapshooting was originally 

developed to provide practice for bird hunters and to augment their shooting skills, but the sport 

evolved quickly from using live pigeons to clay targets and became popular with non-hunters as 

well. In trapshooting, the targets are launched from a single "house" or trap machine, away from 

the shooter, which distinguishes it from skeet or sporting clays disciplines. Typically shooters use a 

12 gauge shotgun for trapshooting, which range in styles and cost. 

Trapshooting is a sport where men and women, young and old, can compete together. While it is 

necessary to have some physical strength and stamina to shoot, there are many significant mental 

benefits gained from shooting sports as well. Participants improve their eye hand coordination, 

mental focus, self-discipline and gain trust in their abilities. Participants must have a healthy respect 

for firearms, and understand the need for safe handling and responsible ownership.  

Quick Tips 

➢ As with all shooting sports, think, safety first at all times. Always point your gun muzzle down 

range, and remember that unless shooting at the target, your gun must be empty and your 

action, open.  

➢ Establish good gun fit first then establish technique. 

➢ Shoulder your gun slowly and purposely in a single motion so that it sits snugly in the shoulder 

pocket. This ensures control of your gun coupled with a reduced sense of recoil. 

➢ Place your cheek firmly on the comb of the gun and hold that position throughout taking the 

shot. Lifting your head and pulling your cheek off the comb may result in a painful recoil impact 

and most likely in a missed target.  

➢ Practice your established gun mount with an empty gun at home so that when you are on the 

range, your mount is second nature and all you need to do is concentrate on the shooting 

conditions and the target. 

➢ Take advantage of pocket technology and have a friend take a picture or video of you mounting 

your gun and shooting a target, so you can analyse what you might need to correct. 

➢ When shooting a shotgun, point the gun, do not aim. This means you focus on the target and 

never on the end of the barrel or the beads.  



➢ Use low recoil target loads. With proper technique, you will hit targets consistently, and these 

shot shells will provide high velocity, less recoil and a good shot pattern. 

➢ Regular practice on the trap field will yield better and more consistent scores, and an even 

greater enjoyment of the sport.  

The Ontario Provincial Trapshooting Association (OPTA) is the governing body for competitive 

trapshooting in the province and is also a great resource for recreational shooters simply wanting to 

enjoy the sport and improve their shooting skills.  Getting involved is as easy as finding a club near 

you.  A list of clubs can be found on the OPTA website at http://www.ontariotrap.com/  

As the new and youth shooter director for the Ontario Provincial Trapshooting Association, I 

encourage you to give trapshooting a ‘shot’! For more information, feel free to contact me at 

emilyabrown@bell.net 

 
2.6 – OPTA Board Manual and Committee’s – Neville sent the Board members a first draft of the 
manual. He asked the members to review and send him any typo’s, edits or comments. There is no 
urgency for this manual as of yet but we will continue to work on the document. 
 
2.7 – 2015 Trophy Committee – Warren and Dominic have done a wonderful job again this year in 
organizing and ordering trophies for the shoot. Dominic has received all the Tilden trophies and Pam 
has sent in the final payment. Warren has all the leather products ordered and everything is under 
control. 
 
2.8 – OPTA Hall of Fame Building – Not much done at this time as still waiting to see what HGC does 
regarding another building. The building would be located on the west side near the road and going 
south.  
 
2.9 – Junior Competition – see 2.1 

 
2.10 – 2016 Canadian Championship – Information passed on from President Dwight Smith 

• Treasurer of the CTA has resigned and another one is actively being sought 

• There is a new AB delegate 

• Encouraging all provincial organizations to send representatives to the Canadians in Manitoba to 

support its success 

• Needs to have Ontario/Hamilton’s request to hold the 2016 Canadians formally by email 

da.smith@sasktel.net  

19. Financial Report –  

3.1 – Monthly Review – Some activity starting with the account with trophies for Provincial program.  

No questions from the Board regarding the financial information that was sent out. 

20. New Business 

http://www.ontariotrap.com/
mailto:emilyabrown@bell.net
mailto:da.smith@sasktel.net


4.1 – Archives from Alice Sheridan – I had a visit with Alice Sheridan last week. She was a noted 

supporter of trapshooting and a great advocate for shooting sports. She wrote an article for years 

called ‘Claybird’ for the Out of Doors magazine and lobbied the government on behalf of shooters. She 

bestowed upon me bags and boxes of trapshooting memorabilia, including slides, photos, newspaper 

and magazine clippings as well as shoot programs for the Ontario Provincial and Canadian 

Championships from about 1970 onward.  

AHEIA is launching an online archive at this link, after five years of building, which will go live on April 1, 

2015. This might be something we could look at going forward in addition to the brick and mortar Hall 

of Fame. 

13. Next Meeting – April 14th at 7:30 pm via conference call.  

14. Meeting adjourned at 8:12 pm. 

  



OPTA Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday April 14th, 2015 

Attendance: Neville Henderson, Bert Blackburn, Warren McLay, Paul Kinson, Dave Storring,  Emily 

Brown and Pam Muma 

Absent: Dominic Gitto 

Meeting called to order at 7:30pm by Neville Henderson via conference call. 

21. Approval of Meeting Minutes – Bert made a motion to accept March 10th minutes as written and 

seconded by Emily. All in favor and minutes were accepted.  

22. Business arising from minutes. 

2.1 – New & Youth Shooter Program – Janice Moerman sent Emily an email asking if the OPTA 

would sponsor Waterford Gun Clubs Youth program. This program will be running every Thursday 

evening throughout the summer. After OPTA Board discussion Warren made a motion to sponsor 

the Youth Program with a one-time $500.00 donation. This motion was seconded by Bert. All were 

in favor. Waterford will need to send an expense report for this sponsorship money then Pam will 

send the money to the club. Emily will contact Janice Moerman with this information. 

2.2 – Status of Legal Case – Bert has not heard anything from the lawyer this last month. All agreed 

we need to move forward with this case. Bert will email the Board as soon as he hears anything.  

Neville has not heard anything further from HRTB. 

2.3 – Website – Emily stated she was talking to Dwight, president of the CTA regarding their new 
website. 
It was suggested that if we talk to Phil MacDonald and get him all the info he may be willing to 
update the current OPTA website until we can get the new one complete. 
 
2.4 – OCS meeting – The meeting scheduled for April was cancelled. 

Pam stated that the OPTA received a cheque for $8330.00 this week. 

2.5 – OFAH Magazine – Emily wrote an article for the magazine and is just waiting to see if it will be 

published. 

2.6 – OPTA Board Manual and Committee’s – Neville has not heard anything from the Board. This is 
not something that is a priority at this time but he would like to get it moving forward. If the Board 
members could take some time and review the draft with comments back to Neville.  
 
2.7 – 2015 Trophy Committee – Warren stated that the leather trophies are in process of being 
made at this time and will be completed by mid-July. Dominic was not present for this meeting but 
Warren stated all the Tilden trophies are received and paid for. 
 



2.8 – OPTA Hall of Fame Building – Nothing further at this time. Hamilton Gun Club is having a 
meeting with the town and then the clubs membership.  
 
2.9 – OPTA Championship Program – Pam stated the program is close to being completed, just a few 
minor changes. Bert has reviewed the program and sent Pam some edits. Final draft will be end of 
May and will be sent to Emily, Bert and Neville for review before printing. 

 
2.11 – Archive Material – Emily now has 700 photos scanned from the material she was given by 

Alice Sheridan. 

23. Financial Report – Monthly Review – Board was sent the monthly statements.  

No questions from the Board regarding the financial information that was sent out. 

24. New Business 

4.1 – Donation arranged by Paul Shaw – Bert stated that Paul Shaw contacted him stating that there 

was someone interested in donating $1000.00 to the OPTA but they would like to know how the 

money would be used. Some suggestions the Board discussed were; 1. New and Youth Program, 2. 

Youth Shoot, 3. Website development. 

4.2 Request for Nick Stamos Memorial – Pam received an email from Bill Drikos requested OPTA 

sponsorship for this shoot. Warren stated that they had spent approximately $2000.00 towards the 

shoot and should be a good event.  

Warren made a motion to sponsor the shoot with $500.00 and seconded by Pam. All Board members 

were in favor. Pam will contact Bill Drikos with the information. 

4.3 – Hall of Fame Nominations – Brent Price was nominated by John Costa, Lloyd Beecraft was 

nominated by Steve Stiby plus the ongoing list sent out with this meeting agenda. 

After discussion the board agreed to induct Brent Price into the OPTA Hall of Fame for 2015. 

4.4 – Have Gun Will Travel – Pam stated that she only received one nomination for this award and that 

was Emily Brown and Frank Dainty. 

4.5 – Hamilton Angling and Hunting Association – Pam stated she had contact with Chuck Montgomery 

regarding the hosting of registered shoots at this club. With the tragic death of Ray Norton the club 

was not prepared to host any shoots and cancelled all dates for 2015 shooting year. 

4.6 – Updated Registered Shoot Dates – With the changes in the shoot dates, additions and 

cancellation it was suggested to send out an updated list to the email contacts. Pam will send out the 

list. Pam stated she would like to have a newsletter for the month of May and will have the shoot dates 

updated on this list as well. 

15. Next Meeting – May 12th at 7:30 pm via conference call.  

16. Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm. 



OPTA Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday May 12th, 2015 

Attendance: Neville Henderson, Bert Blackburn, Warren McLay, Paul Kinson, Dominic Gitto,  Emily 

Brown and Pam Muma 

Absent: Dave Storring 

Meeting called to order at 7:30pm by Neville Henderson via conference call. 

25. Approval of Meeting Minutes – Bert made a motion to accept May 12th minutes as written and 

seconded by Warren. All in favor and minutes were accepted.  

26. Business arising from minutes. 

2.1 – New & Youth Shooter Program – Waiting to hear back from Janice Moerman in regards to 

Waterford’s Youth Program. Emily stated she heard that Hamilton Angling and Hunting Association 

may also be developing a Youth Program. 

2.2 – Status of Legal Case – Bert received a letter back from lawyer shortly after the last meeting 

which he shared with the Board. Bert informed the lawyer that we wanted to move on with this 

case. He has not heard anything further since then. 

Neville has not heard anything further from HRTB. 

2.3 – Website – Emily was talking to the person that developed the Waterford Gun Club website as 
well as the person that developed the OtterValley website. Bill Partrich developed OtterValley’s site 
and stated he could re-develop the OPTA site. He felt that the cost would be between $500.00 and 
$2000.00 plus $20.00 per month maintenance cost. Neville asked if the new site would be easily 
updated by anyone on the Board. Emily said it could be but that she had a shooter that would be 
willing to volunteer his time to keep the OPTA site up to date.  
Bert made a motion to have Bill Partrich develop the website at the specified budget of up to 
$2000.00 plus $20.00 per month, seconded by Warren. All were in favor, motion passed. Emily will 
contact Bill and work with him.  
 
2.4 – OCS meeting – The next meeting is scheduled for May 20th. Neither Neville nor Emily are able 

to attend this meeting. Neville will contact Jennie to see if the meeting could be via conference call 

and then he could be in attendance.  

2.5 – OFAH Magazine – Emily is pushing to have a standing article in the magazine but has not heard 

anything further. 

2.6 – OPTA Board Manual and Committee’s – Neville has still heard nothing from Board members. 
He would really like to get this moving. This manual is meant for a guide for Board members and can 
be modified as we go along.  
 
2.7 – 2015 Trophy Committee – All trophies are well underway or received. 



 
2.8 – OPTA Hall of Fame Building – Still waiting hear what Hamilton Gun Club is going to do.  
 
2.9 – OPTA Championship Program – Pam will send edits needed to printer and when it comes back 
she will send out to Bert, Neville and Emily for final review. Would like to get to the printer by mid-
June and have ready for mailing to members’ end of June. 

 
2.12 – Donation Interest – No confirmation from Paul Shaw from the suggestions Bert submitted for 

the donation. 

27. Financial Report – Monthly Review – Pam did not get the monthly statements out to the Board for this 

meeting. A GIC for &25,000 matured and another will mature in August of this year. The Board agreed 

to re-invest the $25,000 and an additional $25,000. Pam explained she had been trying to ensure that 

one GIC per year matures therefore this investment would need to mature in 3 years. The Board 

agreed and will look to see what can be done in August with the next GIC. 

28. New Business 

4.1 – Updated Registered Shoot Dates– Pam stated she sent out a revised registered shoot date list to 

all members on the email list. 

4.2 – 2016 Canadian Championships at Hamilton – The contract has been signed by Hamilton Gun Club 

and the OPTA. It has been sent to the president of the CTA for their signature. Warren stated he is 

working on getting donations and sponsorship for the Canadian’s as well as the program for the shoot. 

Warren asked the Board if the OPTA would like to sponsor/donate $1,000.00 to the 2016 

Championships.  The Board unanimously agreed to a minimum sponsorship of $1,000.00. 

17. Next Meeting – June 9th at 7:30 pm via conference call.  

18. Meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm. 

  



OPTA Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday June 9th, 2015 

Attendance: Neville Henderson, Bert Blackburn, Warren McLay, Paul Kinson, Dominic Gitto,  Emily 

Brown and Pam Muma 

Absent: Dave Storring 

Meeting called to order at 7:30pm by Neville Henderson via conference call. 

29. Approval of Meeting Minutes – Emily made a motion to accept May 12th minutes as written and 

seconded by Bert. All in favor and minutes were accepted.  

30. Business arising from minutes. 

2.1 – New & Youth Shooter Program – Emily has heard nothing back from either Bill Malcolm or 

Janice Moerman regarding a New and Youth Shooting event. There has been some progress at 

various Ontario clubs putting together New and Youth program.  

Emily stated she still has some shells left from the previous events that she would like to donate to 

Junior and Sub Junior shooters she sees attending registered shoots in Ontario. All Board members 

were in favor. 

2.2 – Status of Legal Case – Bert received an email from our lawyer stated that he has still not 

received a response from Gord Kerr’s lawyer regarding depositions. Since there has continually 

been no response our lawyer will serve notice to appear. 

Neville has stated that the HRTC set up a date of July 2nd to meet with both parties but Neville is 

unable to make this meeting and has requested a date some time mid August 

2.3 – Website – Emily contacted Phil MacDonald to get password for our current website so she can 
get access to the Go Daddy and then pass everything on to the new web designer. Neville thanked 
Emily for all the work she has been doing to get this completed.  
 
2.4 – OCS meeting – Jennie Marsh from the OCS asked if their association could use the new OPTA 

By-Laws as a guideline to revise their own. Neville has said they could and that any other club in 

Ontario that wishes to use them would be fine.  

2.5 – OPTA Board Manual and Committee’s – Neville has made most of the revisions that some 
Board members sent to him. The draft document was sent into the OCS for our grant application 
which could perhaps help with the amount of money the OPTA will receive. Neville asked the Board 
to think about the development of the Committee’s that needs to be set up for further discussion at 
the next meeting in July. 

 
2.6 – OPTA Hall of Fame Building – Hamilton Gun Club has still not decided if the new building is a 
go or not. It was suggested that perhaps the Board may look at Toronto for a Hall of Fame building 



since all the renovations for the Pan-Am games. Neville stated this could be difficult since this club is 
a private club and not run by membership. 
 
2.7 – Provincial Program – Pam stated that she has received revisions back from Bert and Emily 
which have been completed. The program is very close to print ready.  
Emily stated she had concerns with the President message from Neville. She felt that the message 
should be a welcoming message and to remove the paragraph regarding the legal case. Neville 
stated he would have a look at it again and let Pam know before printing.  
 
2.8 – Donation – This is a donation from Paul Shaw that he received for the Pan-Am Games. Paul 
would like to make this official donation to the OPTA at the AGM in August. Pam will put this on the 
agenda. 

 
31. Financial Report – Monthly Review –  

32. New Business 

4.1 – 2016 Canadian Championships – Warren stated he has raised $11,840.00 in donation so far. He 

has set up a special account for this money. The money will be used towards trophies and program 

development.  

4.2 – losttarget.com – This is a website that keeps scores, shooting events and various trapshooting 

news up to date. Anyone can send info to this site and it will posted on the site. 

4.3 – Volunteers to Update OPTA website – Emily has been contacted by a shooter stating he would be 

willing to update the OPTA website on a volunteer basis. Once the site has been changed and updated 

the Board will discuss further who could be responsible to keep it up to date. 

4.4 – Concerned shooters re- EBlasts for Canadian donations – Emily was contacted by 2 people who 

were upset with the eblast that went out from Warren asking for donations to the 2016 Canadian 

Championships. Emily stated that she felt there could have been a better approach to asking for these 

donations.  

4.5 – Trophy Trailer and picking up of Trophies – Bert stated that Lloyd Beecraft would again this year 

bring his trailer for the use of the OPTA trophies. We will need to set up a time schedule for the 

shooters to come and pick up the trophies so we can be sure to get pictures at the same time.  

19. Next Meeting – July 14th at 7:30 pm via conference call.  

20. Meeting adjourned at 8:33 pm. 

  



OPTA Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday July 14th, 2015 

Attendance: Neville Henderson, Bert Blackburn, Warren McLay, Paul Kinson, Dominic Gitto,  Emily 

Brown, Dave Storring and Pam Muma 

Absent:  

Meeting called to order at 7:30pm by Neville Henderson via conference call. 

33. Approval of Meeting Minutes – Bert made a motion to accept June 9th minutes as written and 

seconded by Warren. All in favor and minutes were accepted.  

34. Business arising from minutes. 

2.1 – New & Youth Shooter Program – Nothing to report at this time. 

2.2 – Status of Legal Case – Bert has received nothing from the lawyer since the last meeting. 

    Neville stated that there may possibly be a hearing with the HRTC in September. 

2.3 – Website – Emily was able to locate the user name and password for the domain. The web 
designer now has info to begin setting up the new site.  The new web site also comes with email 
addresses. 
   There are now 145 people on the OPTA Facebook group. 
   We need to continue to get email addresses from shooters to build the database. 
 
2.4 – OCS meeting – Nothing to discuss at this time.   

2.5 – OPTA Board Manual and Committee’s – Nominating committee is to be chaired by the Vice 
President so this will be Bert Blackburn. 
 Accounting committee will be chaired by Warren McLay 
 Risk Management committee – to be discussed further at the September Board meeting. 

 
2.6 – OPTA Hall of Fame Building – Nothing further at this time. Still waiting to hear if Hamilton Gun 
Club will be putting up new building that the OPTA could possible join on to. 
 

 
35. Financial Report – Monthly Review – No discussion on monthly review. Pam stated that a GIC of the 

amount of $32,700 will be maturing in August 2015 and asked if this should be renewed at the same 

amount. We currently have a GIC mature each year so we always have funds to work with so Pam 

suggested renewing this one until 2019. All agreed. Pam will contact the TD bank and make the 

arrangements. 

36. New Business 



4.1 – 2015 Annual General Meeting Agenda – The agenda was reviewed and developed by the Board. 

Pam will finish typing it up and have copies made ready to distribute at the Provincial Championship 

shoot.  

21. Next Meeting – Aug 3rd at the conclusion of the Provincial Championship shoot.  

22. Meeting adjourned at 8:12 pm. 

  



OPTA Board Meeting Minutes 

Monday August 3, 2015 

Attendance: Neville Henderson, Bert Blackburn, Warren McLay, Emily Brown, Dominic Gitto, Dave 

Storring, Pam Muma, Paul Kinson 

Meeting at ___pm by Neville Henderson at the Hamilton Gun Club. 

Warren McLay made a nominated Neville Henderson as President of the OPTA, Neville accepted and all 

were in favor. Warren further nominated Bert Blackburn as Vice President, Bert accepted and all were 

in favor. Warren then nominated Pam Muma as Secretary/Treasurer, Pam accepted and all were in 

favor. The executive of the OPTA have been appointed. 

The vote on the amendment to the Bylaws was 106-47 to change the Bylaw regarding the location of 

the annual AGM. 

Emily stated she would like to do a survey regarding the Provincial shoot. She asked Board members to 

send her suggestion for questions to ask. She will then develop the survey, post it on Facebook and 

asked if Pam could send it out to those on the OPTA email database that attended the Provincial shoot. 

Weather wise the shoot worked out to our advantage. 

Dominic stated he received numerous compliments on this year’s trophy package. 

Discussion regarding the empty early squads and the confusion this caused to many shooters as they 

did not know these squads were empty so they did not show up to shoot. This caused a back log of 

squads. The Board discussed the possiblility of not opening more squads on presquad.com until the 

earlier ones were filled up.  

Next meeting September 8, 2015 at 7:30 via conference call. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:10pm 

 


